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Welcome and call to worship


Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

Christ has ascended on high. 

He reigns for ever. Alleluia.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. Alleluia.  

O LORD MY GOD! when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

And when I think that God His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die—I scarce can take it in.  
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin: 
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When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home—what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!  

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Confession and Absolution 

O King enthroned on high, 
filling the earth with your glory:  
holy is your name, Lord God almighty. 
In our sinfulness we cry to you  
to take our guilt away,  
and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

May the Father forgive us 
by the death of his Son  
and strengthen us  
to live in the power of the Spirit all our days. 

Amen.  

Listening to God’s Word 

Reading: Acts 1:15-end 

Talk - David Wenham
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Crown Him the Lord of love; 
Behold His hands and side, 
Those wounds yet visible above 
In beauty glorified: 
No angel in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends His burning eye 
At mysteries so bright. 

Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
And all be prayer and praise: 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round His piercèd feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown Him the Lord of years, 
The Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime! 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For Thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity. 


Blessing


Christ our ascended King  
pour upon you the abundance of his gifts  
and bring you to reign with him in glory;  
and the blessing ... 
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AND CAN IT BE that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies: 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the first-born seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine! 
’Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 

He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race. 
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
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No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Affirmation of Faith 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human nature,  
died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him.  

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Prayers for ourselves and others 

Prayers of Intercession are followed by the Lord’s Prayer, and use 
this response: 
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer. 
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Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save: 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die. 

5


