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Thanksgiving Service for 
 
 

John Richard Venables 
 

2nd May 1937 ~ 30th October 2021 



Processional Music 

Nimrod ~ Elgar’s Enigma Variations 

 

 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

Canon Geoff Maughan 

 

 

 

Hymn 

 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; 

The love that asks no questions,  

the love that stands the test, 

That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 

 

And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago, 

Most dear to them that love her,  

most great to them that know; 

We may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 

And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 

And her ways are ways of gentleness,  

and all her paths are peace. 



Reading 

“All is Well” 

Read by Sasha Palfreyman ~ grand daughter 

 

Reading 

‘’Farewell my Friends”  

By Rabindranath Tagore 

read by Alice Van Onselen ~ grand daughter 

 

Family Tribute 

By Julie 

 

Psalm 
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 

he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e’en for his own name’s sake. 

 

My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me; 

and in God’s house forevermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 



Bible Reading 

John 21: 1-6 

Read by Peter Venables 

 

 

 

Address 

Canon Geoff Maughan 

 

 

The Prayers ~ concluding with The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

The Nunc Dimittis 
 

  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 



  

 

Hymn 

 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

I need Thy presence every passing hour. 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 

 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me 



The Prayer of Commendation 
 

 

The Blessing 

 
 

Recessional Music 

Thine Be The Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations in memory of John are to support the work of  

Autism at Kingdown and to fund the John Venables Memorial 

Award (through the Association of Heritage Engineers). 
 

Donations may be made online via John’s tribute page at 

www.greensfunerals.co.uk  
 

or sent by post to 

21 High Street, Eynsham, OX29 4HE.  

 

Following the service, you are invited to join John’s family  

for light refreshments and to continue to share memories 

 of John’s life at: The Bear and Ragged Staff, 28 Appleton Road, 

Cumnor, Oxfordshire, OX2 9QH 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


