Holy Communion - 5th December 2021
We gather to worship God
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Hymn - 358 O Come O Come Immanuel
We Light the Advent Crown
Because of war, because of violence in our
communities, because there is still so much unrest in
Jerusalem, we light a candle of peace...
Because hatred is still so strong, because so many
swords have not yet been beaten into ploughshares,
we light a candle of peace… (Light the second candle
in the Advent wreath.)
May the light from this candle overwhelm the world.
May the light from this candle say to all that God’s
peace is coming on earth as it already is in heaven.
Friends, be not afraid, God’s peace is at hand!
We Say Sorry to God
A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord.’ So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in
penitence and faith.

We share a moment of quiet to recall our need for forgiveness.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.

May the Father forgive us
by the death of his Son
and strengthen us
to live in the power of the Spirit
all our days. Amen.
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Prayer After Communion
Generous God,
you have fed us at your heavenly table.
Set us on fire with your Spirit
that when Christ comes again
we may shine like lights before his face;
who with you and the Spirit lives for ever.
Amen.
We Ask For God’s Blessing
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him
when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen
Hymn - 198 HARK THE GLAD SOUND

We Listen to God’s Word
O Lord,
raise up, we pray, your power and come among us,
and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory,
now and for ever.
Amen.
Readings:

Luke 3:1-6

Sermon
The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

We Go In God’s Strength
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Intercessions
We Share God’s Peace
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live in us and we in him;
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom.
Amen.
Giving of Communion
During Communion the choir will sing an anthem

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you
Hymn: 209 HILLS OF THE NORTH REJOICE
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The Lord’s Prayer

We Celebrate Holy Communion

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you
thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in
human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the
foundation of the world to open for us the way of
salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory
for ever praising you and saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood
of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper
with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended
he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that
day when your kingdom comes and justice and
mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in
your loving arms and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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