
We Go In God’s Strength 

	 Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 

	 go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 


Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
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Hymn - 277 

JESUS SHALL REIGN where'er the sun 
does his successive journeys run, 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

People and realms of ev'ry tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim  
their early blessings on his name.  

Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the pris'ners leap to lose their chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the humble poor are blest. 

To him shall endless prayer be made  
and praises throng to crown his head. 
his name like incense shall arise 
with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen. 

Holy Communion - Ascension Day 2022



We gather to worship God 

	 God has gone up with a shout, 

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.  

	 (Psalm 47:5)


Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been 
celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power 
of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and 
told them about the kingdom of God. 

Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, 
ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and 
powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to 
his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting. 


Reading: Acts 1:1-14  

	 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

	 All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  


Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, and make our confession to our 
heavenly Father. 
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Closing Prayer 

	 As we wait in silence,

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 

	 As we listen to Your word,


make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 As we worship You in majesty,

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 As we long for Your refreshing, 

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 As we long for Your renewing,

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 As we long for Your equipping,

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

	 As we long for Your empowering,

make us ready for Your coming Spirit. 

We Ask For God’s Blessing 

	 May the Spirit, 
	 who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 

	 bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.  
	 And the blessing of God almighty, 
	 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
	 be among you and remain with you always. 


Amen 
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Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose pow' a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise: 
his reign shall know no end, 
and round his piercèd feet 
fair flow'rs of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 
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O King enthroned on high,  
filling the earth with your glory: 
holy is your name, Lord God almighty. 
In our sinfulness we cry to you 
to take our guilt away, 
and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

	 May the Father forgive us 
	 by the death of his Son 
	 and strengthen us 
	 to live in the power of the Spirit all our days. 


Amen.  

Hymn - 106

REJOICE THE LORD IS KING!  
your Lord and King adore; 
mortals give thanks and sing,  
and triumph evermore;  
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  

 
Jesus, the saviour, reigns,  
the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains  
he took his seat above; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 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His kingdom cannot fail,  
he rules o’er earth and heav’n,  
the keys of death and hell  
are to our Jesus giv’n; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  

 
He sits at God's right hand  
till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command,  
and fall beneath his feet:  
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

We Listen to God’s Word 

Grant, we pray, almighty God,  
that as we believe your only-begotten Son  
our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have ascended into the heavens,  
so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell; 
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

Reading - Matt 16:13-20 
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Prayer After Communion 

We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ,  
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  
prepared for all peoples. 
Amen.  

 

Hymn - 	103 v 1, 3, 4, 5


CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 
the Lamb upon his throne. 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends each burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.


	 We break this bread

	 to share in the body of Christ.


Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Most merciful Lord, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit 
even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 

Giving of Communion 
During Communion the choir will sing an anthem  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Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  

Intercessions 

We Share God’s Peace 

	 Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you;  my peace I give to 	 	
	 you. If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the 	 	
	 Father’. Alleluia. 


	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 	 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   
Amen 
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	 Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

	 

	 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that 
	 day when your kingdom comes and justice and 	  
	 mercy will be seen in all the earth.

	 Look with favour on your people, gather us in 	 	  
	 your loving arms and bring us with all the saints  
	 to feast at your table in heaven.

	 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
	 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 	 
	 glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.


Amen. 
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Hymn: 1724 v1, 2, 3, 6

	 THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED WITH THORNS 

is crowned with glory now; 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty victor's brow. 

The highest place that heav'n affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
and heav'n's eternal light: 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below 
to whom he manifests his love 
and grants his name to know. 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him: 
his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 
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We Celebrate Holy Communion 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

	 The Lord is here

His Spirit is with us. 

	 Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. 

	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

	 And now we give you thanks 
	 because, after his most glorious resurrection,  
	 he appeared to his disciples, 
	 and in their sight ascended into heaven  
	 to prepare a place for us;  
	 that where he is, thither we might also ascend, 
	 and reign with him in glory. 


	 And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
	 and with all the company of heaven  
	 to proclaim your glory	for ever praising you and saying: 


Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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	 We praise and bless you, loving Father,

	 through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

	 and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,

	 that broken bread and wine outpoured

	 may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

 

	 On the night before he died he had supper  
	 with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.

	 He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

	 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
	 do this in remembrance of me.

 	 


	 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

	 Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

	 Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
	 covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
	 the forgiveness of sins.  
	 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.


	 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

	 in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 	  
	 made once for all upon the cross.

	 Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of 	 	  
	 salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection  
	 until he comes in glory.
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