St Michael’s Holy Communion Service

The Minister welcomes everyone, and begins the service with this greeting:
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be always with you.

And also with you.

Hymn 
Hymn No. 551 – ‘When morning gilds the skies…’
Preparation – Prayer for Singleness of Heart
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden;

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit

that we may perfectly love you

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

God’s Commands, and our Response in Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘The First Commandment is this: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind and with all your strength”. 

And the Second is this: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 

There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.’

So let us pause to reflect, to confess our shortcomings and sins, in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you

in newness of life to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Almighty God,

Who forgives all who truly repent,

Have mercy upon you,

Pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

Confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

And keep you in life eternal;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The ‘Collect’, or special prayer for today, Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
Almighty and everlasting God,

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray

and to give more than either we desire or deserve;

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid

and giving us those good things 

    which we are not worthy to ask

but through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and for ever.  Amen
First Reading
Philemon 1-21
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Hymns 516 (a paraphrase of Psalm 34) – ‘Through all the changing scenes…’
Gospel Reading
Luke 14.25-33
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord
At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon 

Nicene Creed

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father;

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

He came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit

and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Intercessions (after each section, we say)
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

(and ending:)
Merciful Father

Accept these prayers

For the sake of your Son,

Our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you
Offertory Hymn
Hymn No.33 – ‘Angel voices ever singing…’ 
Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord is here

His Spirit is with us

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give him thanks and praise

The celebrant praises God for his mighty works and all respond 
…Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest.

The celebrant recalls the events of Jesus’ Last Supper, and we all acclaim the mystery of faith
…Dying, you destroyed our death

Rising you restored our life:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

The celebrant asks God’s Spirit to unite us and we together ask that God should…

…Bring us at the last with all the saints 

To the vision of that eternal spendour 

For which you have created us;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

By whom, and with whom and in whom,

With all who stand before you in earth and heaven

We worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread. 

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Prayer after Communion

Father of all,

We give you thanks and praise,

That when we were still far off

You met us in your Son and brought us home.

Dying and living, he declared your love,

Gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life,

We who drink his cup bring life to others;

We whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,

So we and all your children shall be free,

And the whole earth live to praise your name;

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Hymn No. 362 – ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing…’
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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