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                                         Safeguarding Sunday

Welcome      Revd Jean Pryce-Williams

	Our theme ‘Action Speaks Louder’ – we are encouraged to not just talk about 			safeguarding but to take positive action towards creating safer places.

	We meet in the name of God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen.
	O God we are your people: 
	Thank you for your light of life, hope and joy.
	May we be true bearers of that light as we respond to your love.                      		Lord, receive our praise today. Amen.
Hymn:     A brighter dawn is breaking                                                                (1)                                         

We say sorry to God
A moment of silent reflection

	All of us carry with us past experiences, past failures or mistakes, which lie like 			burdens in the nooks and crannies of our lives.
	All of us have histories in relationships; wrong we have done and good we have not 		done. 
	In the silence that follows, let us reflect on things we would rather not carry with us 		and, in the light of Christ, confess our sins.

	Lord our God, we acknowledge these things which we regret. Take all our 			burdens as we lay them down in faith, for healing, forgiveness, re-creation and 	release. Amen

	May God forgive us, Christ befriend us and the Spirit renew and transform our lives. 		Amen
                                                                                              
	The Collect - A special prayer for today

	Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed
	to destroy the works of the devil,
	and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
	grant that we, having this hope,
	may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
	that when he shall appear in power and great glory,
	we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
	where he is alive and reigns with you,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	One God, now and for ever. Amen.
 
Bible Readings:       
		        Proverbs 31:8-9
                            Matthew 18:3-6
Sermon.                

Hymn:    May this place be one of nurture. (Sung to the tune of ‘There’s a wideness in 			    God’s mercy’)        

 	May this place be one of nurture
	where we all may come to know
	how your endless love sustains us
	as we live and move and grow.
	May we work to build your kingdom
	full of truth and light and grace,
	living life in all its fullness
	held in one divine embrace.

	For our negligence and failures
	you have called us to repent,
	drawing energy for action
	from the voices of lament.
	As the secret hurts long hidden
	may at last be brought to light,
	may the truth unlock the freedom
	that is every person’s right.

	When the smallest child is valued,
	and the strong empower the weak,
	and each human life is hallowed
	and the unheard voices speak:
	then your justice stands like mountains
	and your mercy falls like rain,
	and you hold the brokenhearted
	till they learn to live again.

	So in gratitude we praise you,
	and we lift to you in prayer,
	all the people you are calling
	to this ministry of care.
	Give us wisdom, grace and courage,
	holding fast to all that’s good,
	seeing Christ in one another
	we will love and serve our Lord              

Interview with a representative from our community activities where we commit to 		keeping our members safe and nurtured (Grace Henderson-Slater sharing the work 		of CAP)

Affirmation of Faith

	We believe in one God,
	The Father, the Almighty,
	Maker of heaven and earth,
	Of all that is, seen and unseen.
	We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	The only Son of God,
	Eternally begotten of the Father,
	God from God, Light from Light,
	True God from true God,
	Begotten, not made,
	Of one being with the Father;
	Through him all things were made.
	For us and for our salvation
	He came down from heaven,
	Was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
	And the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
	For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	he suffered death and was buried.
	On the third day he rose again
	in accordance with the Scriptures;
	he ascended into heaven
	and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory
	to judge the living and the dead,
	and his kingdom will have no end.
	We believe in the Holy Spirit,
	the Lord, the giver of life,
	who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 	glorified, who has spoken 	through the prophets.
	We believe in one holy catholic 
	and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one baptism
	for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

We bring our prayers to God - Intercessions

We share God’s peace

	We, angels and mortals, believers and non-believers,             
	look heavenward and speak the word aloud.
	Peace.
	We look at our world and speak the word aloud.
	Peace.
	We look at each other, then into ourselves and we say
	without shyness, apology or hesitation

	Peace, My Brother
	Peace, My Sister
	Peace, My Soul

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth;
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our lives, our world, our universe.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you

Offertory Hymn:       Make me a channel of your peace                            (328)
We celebrate Holy Communion

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord
It is right to give him thanks and praise

Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your glory. You give us this great and beautiful earth to discover and to cherish. 

You give us sun and moon and star-lit sky, everything that gives us light, 
light for our eyes, our hearts, our minds.
You made us all, wonderfully different,
To join with the angels and sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.

We thank you loving Father, because,
when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.
He gave himself for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.

On the night before he died,
when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
he gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples saying:
‘This is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me’.

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples saying:
‘This is my blood poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins, drink this in remembrance of
me’.

So Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,
send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Help us Father to love one another,
as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

And now with all your saints we give you glory,
through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever. Amen.

	Trusting in the compassion of God, we say the prayer our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread. 

	Draw near with faith.
	Received the body of our lord Jesus Christ which he gave for 	you, and his blood 		which is shed for you.
	Eat and drink in remembrance that Christ died for you,
	and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
	thanksgiving.

	As we come to receive these holy gifts, we pray 
	together:

Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son, that he may live in us, and we in him; and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Eternal God,
Comforter of all and healer of the broken,
you have fed us at the table of life and hope.
In your power, teach us your ways of gentleness and peace, and bring us alive that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and fully live. Amen.

	With gratitude to God, we pray together: 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Closing prayer

	Jesus, Lord of time,
	hold us in your eternity.
	Jesus, image of God,
	travel with us through the life of faith.
	Jesus, friend of sinners,
	help us to play our part in the healing of the brokenness of our world.

	Jesus, Lord of tomorrow,
	draw us into your future filled with hope renewed. Amen.

We ask for God’s blessing

May the God who dances at creation, loves us with human love and shakes our world like thunder, send us out to fill the world with with love.

May God, whose glory fills the heavens, and yet,
who reaches out his hand to touch each one of you with the spirit of encouragement, unity and peace,
fill you with courage to live and love boldly,
so that, with one voice, you may glorify him and 
discover your heart’s true desire.

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and it Holy Spirit, be with you and with all those you love, and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn    Love divine, all loves excelling                                                (321)                                                   

We go in God’s strength

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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