
Morning Worship - 26th April 2026 

Welcome and introduction       Revd Jean Pryce-Williams

		Alleluia. Christ is risen.
		He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
	God’s saving power has risen like the sun,
	bringing healing like the sun’s rays on a bleak and cold land.

	All glory be to you, God of all life and love,
	For in the first light of Easter
	Glory broke from the tomb
	And changed the peoples’ sorrows into joy.
	From the garden the truth shone clear
	That he whom they had loved and lost
	Was with them then, 
	is with us today and shall be for ever more.

Hymn:     Loving shepherd of thy sheep     (325)

	Come Lord Jesus now.
	To us, just as we are -
	full of hope in this new day,
	or holding some anxiety in it,
	with a song in our hearts
	or sadness in our souls,
	full of faith, or doubt, or apathy,
	come, Lord Jesus.
	Come, Lord Jesus.
                               
	To calm or comfort us, 
	or stir us and move us on,
	to help us knock and open a door
	or to close one shut tight,
	to share our hopes, light or truth
	In whichever way we need you to,
	come, Lord Jesus.
	Come, Lord Jesus.

	O brother, saviour, friend Jesus,
	help us to let down our shields and defences 
	to allow you to befriend us today and teach us, 
	that we might delight
	in the pleasure of your company
	and learn to be more like you.
	In your name we ask. Amen

We say sorry to God

	Christ comes to dispel the darkness of our hearts                                                                    	and to help us, in his light, find the path to new beginnings.
	So let us bring to mind all that hinders our relationship with him                                                          	and causes us to stumble. 

Let us pray.

	In a dark and disfigured world
	We have not held out the light of life:
	Lord, have mercy.
	Lord, have mercy.

	In a hungry and despairing world
	We have failed to share our bread:
	Christ, have mercy.
	Christ, have mercy.

	In a cold and love hungry world
	we have kept the love of God to ourselves;
	Lord, have mercy.
	Lord, have mercy. Amen.

	May Almighty God,
	who in Jesus Christ has given us
	a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,
	forgive us for everything we allow to hinder our relationship
	with him and his world around us, 
	open our eyes to the light of God’s truth,
	strengthen us to do God’s will
	and give us the joy of his kingdom,
	through Jesus Christ our Lord.
	Amen.

Hymn:                    The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights.

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

The Collect of the Day

	Risen Christ,
	faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
	teach us to hear your voice
	and to follow your command,
	that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
	to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Bible Readings:       Psalm 23
                                John 10.1–10

Sermon      Revd Jon Roberts

A short time of reflection

Offertory Hymn:     Will you come and follow me?                                (560)

Affirmation of Faith

	We believe in God the Father,
	from whom every family
	in heaven and on earth is named.
	We believe in God the Son,
	who lives in our hearts through faith,
	and fills us with his love.
	We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
	who strengthens us
	with power from on high.
	We believe in one God;
	Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
	Amen.

The Intercessions - Prayers for others

The Lord’s Prayer

	Our Father in heaven
	hallowed be your name, 
	your kingdom come, 
	your will be done, 
	on earth as in heaven.
	Give us today our daily bread. 
	Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those 
	who sin against us. 
	Lead us not into temptation 
	but deliver us from evil.
	For the kingdom, the power, 
	and the glory are yours 
	now and for ever.
	Amen.

Closing prayer and Blessing

	Jesus, lord of time,
	hold us in your eternity.
	Jesus, image of God,
	travel with us through the life of faith.
	Jesus, friend of sinners,
	heal the brokenness of our world.
	Jesus, lord of tomorrow,
	draw us into your future. Amen.

	In darkness and in light,
	in trouble and in joy,
	help us, heavenly Father,
	to trust your love,
	to serve your purpose,
	and to praise your name; above all names.

	And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,                                                    	be with you and all those you love and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn:    I will sing the wondrous story.          (237)

We say together:

	We go into the world to walk in God’s light,                                                                              	to rejoice in God’s love and to reflect God’s glory in every step.  			Amen.

